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DURING THE TWENTIETH century, the view that asser-
tions and norms are valid insofar as they respond
to principles independent of all local and temporal
contexts came under attack from two perspectives: the
partiality of translation and the intersubjective consti-
tution of the self, understood as responsive to recogni-
tion. Defenses of universalism have by and large taken
the form of a thinning out of substantive universalism
into various forms of proceduralism.

Alessandro Ferrara instead launches an entirely differ-
ent strategy for transcending the particularity of context
without contradicting our pluralistic intuitions: a strat-
egy centered on the exemplary universalism of judg-
ment. Whereas exemplarity has long been thought to
belong to the domain of aesthetics, this book explores
the other uses to which it can be put in our philosophi-
cal predicament, especially in the field of politics. After
defining exemplarity and describing how something
unique can possess universal significance, Ferrara
addresses the force exerted by exemplarity, the nature
of the judgment that discloses exemplarity, and the
way in which the force of the example can bridge the
difference between various contexts.

Drawing not only on Kant’s Critique of the Power of
Judgment but also on the work of Hannah Arendt,
John Rawls, Ronald Dworkin, and Jurgen Habermas,
Ferrara outlines a view of exemplary validity that
is applicable to today’s central philosophical issues,
including public reason, human rights, radical evil,
sovereignty, republicanism and liberalism, and reli-
gion in the public sphere.

ALESSANDRO FERRARA, professor of philosophy at the
University of Rome “Tor Vergata” and member of the advi-
sory board for the series New Directions in Critical Theory,
is the author of Modernity and Authenticity: A Study of the
Social and Ethical Thought of Jean-Jacques Rousseau; Reflective
Authenticity: Rethinking the Project of Modernity; and Justice and
Judgment: The Rise and the Prospect of the Judgment Model in
Contemporary Political Philosophy.
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“No one has been more energetic or more resourceful than Alessandro Ferrara
in enhancing Hannah Arendt’s thoughts about judgment and exemplarity.
Ferrara is intent on elevating judgment to a new intellectual paradigm, and he
draws on an impressive array of sources in contemporary theory in pursuing
this ambitious project.”—Ronald Beiner, University of Toronto

“Alessandro Ferrara’s views are quite distinctive. There is really no one else in
contemporary philosophy who takes up the position of ‘exemplary universalism’
that he does. It is a position that has some Italian precedents, in particular the
work of Luigi Pareyson in the first half of the twentieth century. It also has affin-
ities to Hannah Arendt’s theory of political judgment. Yet Ferrara is very much
his own person, and a new book by him, extending his views into new domains,
is certainly to be welcomed.”—Charles Larmore, Brown University
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